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Our vision
An environment protected, enhancing our way of life 
and the economy 

Our strategic goals
• Protecting people, and the environment

• Delivering the right decision 

• Strengthening trust in the EPA

3, 30, 300 years
Our intergenerational strategy 



Our strategic priorities
• Environmental leadership 

Being a proactive regulator, an environmental steward, and our 
approach to decision making, compliance, monitoring and 
enforcement.

• Connecting with New Zealanders
Promoting awareness of our work, inspiring people and businesses 
to protect the environment, and strengthening trust in us. 

• He Whetu Marama 
Connecting with Maori and recognising our work can be more 
inclusive and effective when we incorporate Māori perspectives.

• Sustainable organisation 
Ensuring our systems and resources support a sound organisation 
and regulatory practices.

• Regulatory performance
Ensuring quality decisions that make a difference to our environment 
and the best inputs into our decision-making.



What we stand for

• For nature

• A precautionary approach

• Taking a stance

• Waka houra — Collective action

• For the future



Agenda
• The New Zealand regulatory landscape

• Firefighting foams

• Cosmetics updates

• PFAS groundwater sampling

• Compliance

• Next steps
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The New Zealand regulatory 
landscape
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Environmental Protection Authority

Taumata Arowai Territorial Authorities

• Drinking water regulator
• Waste water regulator

• Hazardous substance regulator

• Drinking water delivery
• Waste water management

OVERSIGHT



The regulatory landscape
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Import/Manufacture

Individual Approval

• Has approval document
• EPA sets the legal 

classification and controls 
(rules of use)

Group Standards

• Substance/product must fit 
under scope of group 
standard

• Scope is use and 
classification based



The regulatory landscape
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The regulatory landscape
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• NZ EPA a member of HEPA

• Contributed to HEPA PFAS NEMP v3.0

• Current Beneficial Use of Biosolids draft references NEMP



The concern in NZ
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• Knowledge of PFAS in NZ a work in progress

• Testing from near military fire-fighting facilities
• Onehunga drinking water aquifer closure in 2022

 Extensive upgrade to treatment facility ongoing

• Environmental release Whangarei in 2021
• Public concern



Firefighting Foams
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• Governed by Fire Fighting Chemicals Group 
Standard

• Created in 2006, banned PFOS and PFOA 
proactively

• Further revision in 2020 banned PFAS containing 
foams

• Driven by concern around contaminated 
groundwater around military installations



Firefighting Foams
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• Broad definition – contain at least one fully 
fluorinated carbon atom

• Phase out of uncontained legacy (C8) foams until 
December 2022, or 

• Remaining uses of all PFAS foams phased out by 
December 2025 

• Further use allowed for some C6 foams on case-by-
case basis with permission



• Rules for cosmetic products updated
 Updated schedules on permitted and restricted ingredients

 Ban on PFAS components in cosmetic products
 Scope expanded

 Other minor changes

• Changes enter into effect between end 2025 and mid 2028

Cosmetics Updates
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• Ban on PFAS components in cosmetic products

• General trend globally towards removing PFAS from non-
essential use

• Concern around eventual release into the environment
• Human health concerns through exposure to cosmetics

Cosmetics Updates
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• Decision

• Definition harmonised with that of the EU 
• Minimise trade disruption with EU, major cosmetics 

manufacturer
• Agreed risks of use likely outweigh benefits
• Alternatives are available for described uses (OECD)

Cosmetics Updates
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• 4-yearly testing of groundwater for territorial 
authorities

• Testing for pesticides in groundwater

• Targeting

• Shallow, unconfined, vulnerable aquifers
• Significance
• Past or present land use
• Known or suspected pesticide storage and use

PFAS Groundwater Sampling
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PFAS Groundwater Sampling
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• 131 wells samples

• 15 positive results

• Most commonly detected PFCA (max 2.8 ng/L)

• PFBA (9 wells) 
• PFPeA (5 wells)
• PFHpA (4 wells)

• PFSA (9 detections, max 4.8 ng/L)

• PFOS (max 16.5 ng/L – Cooks Beach Fire Station)

PFAS Groundwater Sampling
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PFAS Groundwater Sampling
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PFAS (# detections) Concentration range (ng/L)
PFBA (9) <1-2.3
PFPeA (5) <1-2.3
PFHxA (4) <1-2.0
PFHpA (1) <1-1.5
PFOA (2) <1-2.8
PFBS (3) <1-4.8
PFHxS (total) (2) <1-2.2
PFOS (total) (2) <1-16.5
6:2 FTS (4) <1-4



• 4 wells false positive due to contamination from 
peristaltic pump used in sampling

• Suspicions raised by high number of positives in 
one region

• Revised report released on EPA website

PFAS Groundwater Sampling
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• 2022 – first successful EPA prosecution for release 
of PFAS foam into the environment in 2021

• Training exercises at oil refinery used foams

• Used 9 times, up to 60,000 litres of diluted foam, 
unclear how much flowed into local harbour

Compliance
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• Ministry for the Environment monitoring known  
contaminated sites

Compliance
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• Drinking water

• Limits governed by the drinking water regulator 
Taumata Arowai

• Noted the changes ongoing in US and Australia
• Typically we align with Australian values, though 

takes some time to assess against NZ conditions
• Unclear how this will impact the HEPA PFAS 

NEMP

Next Steps
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• Further testing

• Universities drive a lot of the PFAS monitoring in 
their areas

• Some funding available for central government
• Currently reviewing if further testing makes 

sense, and where, in conjunction with other 
regulators

Next Steps
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Next Steps – Chemical Map
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SETAC AU / ACTRA 2025

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fconfer.eventsair.com%2Fsetac-actra-2025%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEugene.Georgiades%40epa.govt.nz%7C76e8e326323142ceb58b08dced89314a%7C816e350867224a9e9741205ebf854538%7C0%7C0%7C638646420735403327%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Cwuc3KEUMjhH6203lybfdq9iTdjZH2RGSbfyid9figM%3D&reserved=0
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